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THAMES DITTON CRICKET CLUB

Founded: 1833


President: St.John Farley
Clubhouse and Ground: Giggs Hill Green, Thames Ditton Surrey

Telephone: 020 8616 3470 (Match days only)

1st XI Report 2020
I am pleased to even be having the need to write this report as back in April, a season in any form was looking far from possible.

As usual January training was a success. We welcomed Ryan Hood and Richard Murray to the squad, later to be joined by Apurva Anand as well as returning former 1st team captain Joe Jarvis.

When the season was finally available it was to be far from normal, with a mixed bunch putting us statistically the 7th ( out of 8 ) according to league positions from the previous year. Ever the optimists we were not going to let this worry, with two promotions in two years momentum was certainly with us.

With everything that was going on we even managed to get somewhat of a pre season ( all be it 2 games).

Pre season

Hampton Hill- Our trip to the other side of the park saw us chase 200 with relative ease, winning by 5 wickets with a brilliant 110 partnership for the 4th between Richard and Smithy finishing on 85 and 65* respectively.

Chaldon - A visit by of old friends Chaldon can always bring excitement to anyones day. With 1st Team debuts for colts James Stephenson and Daniel Hazelden. Surprisingly winning the toss they decided to bowl. Soon they regretted it after a superb batting display saw us post 267/ 5. With 50s from Ryan, Ian and Richard. Even with some of their famous lower order power hitting they fell short by over 100 thanks to 6/36 from Ryan.

The League

Battersea Ironside - Sadly once again the weather played its part in our trip to Battersea, after

posting 163 (Smithy 31, Justin 26) there was to be no more play and the game was abandoned.

Old Emanuel- First big test against Division 5 champions, couldn’t have gone any better, toppling usual big hitters for just 120 ( C.Dixon 3/12 and JP 2/18) followed by a flawless chase winning by 10 wickets in Just 13 overs ( M.Dixon 66 and JP 45)

Hampton Wick Royal- Another big team ahead ( DIV 4) bowling first we managed to restrict Hampton to 152/9 on a very nice batting deck ( JP 3/21 and M. Newbold 3/42) Not as flawless as the week before but just as satisfying we chased the total with ease just losing 2 wickets ( JP 44 and Ryan 40*)

Old Paulines- After an hour being told by their scorer that yes we have a good team but there is still a big gulf between the teams, well we proved there was a gulf but not the way he expected. Even with poor shots through the order we still mustered 162 ( even left 5 overs unused) thanks to 69 and 49 from Justin and Smithy. Still confident Paulines came out to look positive, that was very short lived as they fell 2 short of 100 ( C.Dixon 3/35, Ryan 3/24)

A day to forget for one young man as Nic Corvi saw himself back in the first team falling for a 9th ball duck and dropped a balloon slowly floated to him at square leg.

Kingstonian/ Long Ditton- These two weeks reminded us not to run before we can walk, some errors on our part with bat and ball highlighted teething issues that a squad that has played very little cricket together can have. These points have been noted by the team and are what we will target in training and pre season next year.

Kingstonian 194/9 ( Ryan 5/37). TD 184 AO ( A Anand 63)

TD 138 AO ( I Rotsey 50*) . Long Ditton 139/6 ( C.Dixon 2-15)

Sinjungramarians- With second place out of our reach and back to back losses for the only time this season we were desperate to secure 3rd. Being stuck in we managed just 149 on a good deck mainly due to 53 from Ryan. Not sure we had enough we took to the field. At 106/4 the game was looking like another failure but due to resilience and a flurry of wickets meant that sinjuns would fall 1 run short of the total. A good way to finish the season.

Finishing 3rd in a strong league has shown us just how far we have come in recent years and gives us good promise for the season to come.

Run Scorers
Ryan Hood 

255 @ 31.88 

Justin Pretorius

249 @ 31.13

Richard Murray 

207 @ 34.50
Mike Dixon

179 @ 25.57 
Matthew Smith

161 @ 80.50

Wicket Takers

Ryan Hood 

18 @ 11.72

Mike Dixon

12 @ 15.50
Chris Dixon

12 @ 17.33

Justin Pretorius 

11 @ 14.82

Apurva Anand

7 @ 9.86

Fielding

Andy Lessiter 

9 Catches

Ian Rotsey

5 Catches/ 2 Stumpings 
Justin Pretorius 

6 Catches

Jonny Annable

5 Catches

Ryan Hood 

5 Catches

Chris Dixon, 

1st XI Captain

2nd XI Report 2020
One of the many disastrous effects of COVID was that the 2XI’s charge up the leagues had to be put on hold for a year. However, the one-off league system in place (confusingly called the “Challenge Cup”) offered the chance of competitive cricket and the chance to play some familiar and some less familiar foes.

Amrik Natt returned for another year of captaincy and the team was bolstered by some fresh faces, in the form of new recruits and Colts coming through the club.

The first game (on 11 July 2020) was a friendly against Hampton Hill. Thames Ditton batted first and thanks to Dave Morgan (87) and 40s from George Moroz and James Stephenson posted a very competitive 223-5 off 45 overs. Hampton Hill made a good attempt at the chase before succumbing for 202 all out. Morgan completed a fine game by taking 3 wickets and there were multiple wickets for Kennedy, Gallimore and Natt as well. 

The second pre-season friendly took the 2s to old friends Merton and reassuringly, even in a world haunted by a global pandemic, Spiler remained as economical as ever. He took 3 wickets, as did J. Sweeney, as Merton were bundled out for just 105. However in classic TD fashion, the 2s made heavy weather of the chase. In fact so ineptly did they bat that one of the Merton bowlers returned figures of 9-5-6-6! Despite this TD somehow won thanks to 27 from Mulchandani and J.Sweeney and Spiler taking TD over the line in a nerve-wracking chase.

The week after rain intervened, despite TD waiting until 25 July for the first competitive game of the season, and the match was abandoned during the first innings. Though given how well Battersea were going, this may have been a blessing.

August saw a trip to Hampton Wick’s lovely ground in Bushy Park. In what was always likely to be a tough fixture, some sloppy play towards the end of the home team’s innings allowed them to score 201 off their 40 overs. TD never really got going in response and despite an excellent 59 from Newbold, fell well short.

Back on Giggs Hill Green, the next game saw Kingstonian put on a big total of 248-9. Dan Haizelden was the pick of the TD bowlers with 3 wickets. TD never got going in the chase, and despite a quick 35 from Waqar fell short again.

Needing a performance after two defeats in a row, TD responded in spectacular fashion. On a wet pitch, Old Emanuel were skittled for just 45. Spiler bowled 8 overs for just 8 runs and took two wickets, opening the bowling to brutal effect with T.Sweeney who also took 2 wickets. The first change pair of J.Opie and Stephenson then took the remaining six wickets between them. On a difficult pitch Pickup and B.Park took TD home for the loss of no wickets for a resounding win.

The 2XI were similarly dominant a week later when they took on recent rivals Old Paulines. OPs only scored 112, largely thanks to excellent spells from Spiler 8-2-17-4 and Natt 8-1-36-4. A composed unbeaten 59 from Mulchandani, accompanied by the fluent Chugh (31*), saw TD home easily for the loss of one wicket.

TD continued their good form by beating near neighbours Long Ditton at the Green. TD scored 202-8 off their 40 overs, thanks to a scintillating 108 not out from Tom Pickup, full of glorious straight drives. Long Ditton were dispatched for 81, T.Sweeney and Senthilkumar taking 2 wickets each opening the bowling before Natt finished the job with 4 wickets.

The truncated league season finished with a disappointing loss to Sinjun Grammarians. A depleted attack allowed Sinjuns to score 226-7, with James Stephenson the pick of the bowling with his left-arm seam. He finished with 5 wickets, including two bowled. The innings also saw a rare league appearance for O.Park’s military medium and much to his delight (not shared by his captain) he picked up a wicket. Faced with such a big total, TD needed to get off to a good start and after a dreadful mix-up led to Lessiter being run out, the chase subsided. Mulchandani scored 29 and O. Park was left stranded on 34 not out as the lower order collected 4 ducks between them.

That brought a mixed league season to a close, but with excellent performances from some Colts and a well-balanced bowling line-up in place there are encouraging signs for next season. There was time for one further friendly against a depleted Hampton Hill. Hampton Hill edged home by 2 wickets, the highlights for TD being 50 for J.Sweeney and another 4 wickets for Natt.

Thanks to everyone at the Club (and across the Surrey Championship) for getting lots of cricket played in a very difficult year and let’s hope for a full season next year.

Ollie Park,
2nd XI
3rd XI Report 2020
It goes without saying that this season was far from normal. I think I speak for everyone when I say I would have happily lost every game by 100 runs but would still have been grateful that we were able to play at all. Huge thanks are owed to all those that put in the hours to make any sort of season possible.
 
Looking at results alone it would be easy to dismiss this season as a slight struggle, particularly when comparing it to the triumph of 2019's promotion. However, this would overlook some fantastic performances against very strong opposition and the continued development of a number of very encouraging young players.
 
Following a few pre-season friendlies with mixed 3rd 4th X1 teams we started the season against Battersea Ironsides on 25th July. Once we had taken in Sampad’s extraordinary new barnet we got sent out in the field. Battersea were clearly a strong side and when the heavens opened they were 140/2 off 32 overs. The Captains bumped elbows as the pitch disappeared under water and we all tottered off to the nearest boozer. A disappointing first game to be rained off but great to be back in the mix and to be back in the pub. Next we faced Merton and elected to bat first, Dan Haizeldean and Paul Campbell  got us off to a steady start with 38 and 25 respectively. Harding rode his luck early on and with some useful lower order runs from Dan K and Alex O’reilly managed to biff his way to 100 not out, Wallace once again taking credit for this as the ‘pivotal’ non striker. We finished our 40 overs on 232/6. We bowled tidily enough and despite a half century from their opener they were restricted to 183 all out. 2 wickets apiece for 0’Reilly, Stevo, Sweeney and the two young Dan’s. There was an absolute blinding one handed catch from Stevo in there (Reminiscent of Stokes V South Africa 2019 world cup).
 
Next up we faced Hampton Wick Royal away on a scorching hot summers day. The less said about this (and particularly Sweeney’s bowling) the better. All that needs to be known is that Paul threatened to retire from cricket at one stage. The next week we faced Hook and Southborough in a shortened 30 over game. A great 76 from Frosty Meroz backed up by a Harding 50 and some usual lower order biffing from Wallace and O’Reilly led us to 204 from the 30 overs. We bowled well enough to limit them to 146/6 after their 30. Ryhs, Sweeney, Sampad and Hitman Hogg with the wickets.
 
This left us with 3 leagues games remaining and unfortunately all ended in defeat. We were very unfortunate to not quite manage to defend 103 against Kingstonian, narrowly losing by two wickets. The young trio of Aidan Miller Rhys Jones and Matty Parkinson bowled with sublime control and composure well beyond their years. I think Corvi is still furious about being given out caught behind in this match? Valley end was not so close and their were calls that skipper and a few others were simply trying to get down to tour for a few early lagers. Special mention to Alex in this game scoring 64 of our total of 91 although he did refuse Neil Farr a single and we know how precious those are. Corvis face when he was told by their opener that he had brought his ‘driving bat’ today as it looked a low pitch it made the journey worthwhile. We finished the league season with a bit of a drubbing from SinjunGrammarians although there were no fights whatsoever. Silver linings.
 
There was a final post season friendly against Hampton Hill which once more was a bit of a hammering but the evergreen Andy Cassie did score his highest score since 2003 with 78*; a year when a number of our players on the day were yet to be born.
 
Special mention this season to all of the youth players who have shown fantastic commitment and plenty of skill throughout. No doubt most will reach far greater cricketing achievements than a truncated 3rd X1 season but it’s a bright future for TD either way.
 
Season Statistics (including friendlies)
 
Played:

10
Won: 

2
Lost:

7
No Result:
1
Batting

	Name
	Games
	Innings
	Not outs
	Runs
	High Score
	Average
	50’s
	100’s

	1. C. Harding
	9
	8
	1
	277
	100*
	39.57
	2
	1

	2. A. O’Reilly
	5
	4
	2
	115
	64*
	57.5
	1
	0

	3. G. Dryden
	8
	7
	0
	104
	49
	14.86
	0
	0

	4. P. Campbell
	4
	4
	0
	68
	25
	17
	0
	0

	5. E. Hogg
	5
	4
	0
	67
	24
	16.75
	0
	0


Bowling

	Name
	Overs
	Maidens
	Runs
	Wickets
	Best Bowling
	Economy
	Strike Rate
	Average

	1. R. Jones
	18
	1
	85
	6
	2/17
	4.72
	18
	14.17

	2. M. Parkinson
	54
	7
	256
	6
	2/12
	4.74
	54
	42.67

	3. E. Hogg
	20
	1
	124
	4
	2/11
	6.20
	30
	31

	4. J. Sweeney
	27
	4
	161
	4
	2/25
	5.96
	40.5
	40.25

	5. D. Kennedy
	28
	1
	166
	4
	2/22
	5.93
	42
	41.5


Fielding

	Name
	Wicket Keeping Catches
	Stumped
	Total Wicket Keeping Victims
	Fielding Catches
	Run Outs
	Total Fielding Wickets
	Total Catches
	Total Victims

	1. S. Wallace
	3
	1
	4
	0
	1
	1
	3
	5

	2. J. Sweeney
	0
	0
	0
	3
	1
	4
	3
	4

	3. C. Harding
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1
	3
	2
	3

	4. D. Haizeldean
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	2
	2
	2

	5. N. Farr
	1
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2


Chris Harding,
3rd XI Captain

4th XI Report 2020
There was a time when 2020 was only known as the quick form of cricket played in pyjamas by Super Kings, Knight Riders, Outlaws & Eagles……or as some of you know it, the number of runs scored off 2 of my overs.  All that changed in MMXX.  No one in their right mind would have predicted how the season eventually played out and the fact that we were able to even get one match was a miracle in itself.

So, I thought I would start this year’s summary by looking back at my 2019 report and my wishes for the 2020 season:
1. We MUST bring the younger age groups through the system, as we cannot rely on the oldies forever, this was a common sight amongst the other teams we played in the league but unfortunately was too rare a sight for us.
2. The club has never been in such great shape, for the first time as 4th XI captain I was often handed 20 names to pick from, instead of being sent 9 by Dicko – this needs to continue as we want players fighting for their place in the team.

Well I am glad to report that if nothing else came out of this truncated season then point 1 was an absolute roaring success, epitomised by the bowling attack in the opening game of the season played on July 11th against Hampton Hill.  Rhys Jones, Max Williams, Maneesh Patel, Lukas K-M & Ben Jones, average age c14ish.  As the great Winston Churchill once said ‘Never on the cricket fields of Old Tiffs has so much been owed by so many with so few years’……. or something to that affect!! 

Between them they took 8 wickets for 73 runs, as we skittled Hampton Hill out for 96.  As far as I was concerned if I never played another game for Thames Ditton and believe me there are many that have been clamouring for that for years, then my time as 4th XI skipper was complete.  It was the reason I pushed for the team to be reinstated to allow the ‘youff’ the opportunity to show what they could do and prove to themselves they could do it.  A great deal of thanks must go to all those involved in the Colts set up that provides this conveyor belt of talent.

However, as we all know chasing 96 is always a challenge for any Thames Ditton team regardless of age or ability, but after a few lusty blows from the Frenchman, the McMuffin, the Mexican & the Pieman we had won our first game of the season by 5 wickets….what a start!!!

It’s true to say we were brought down to earth with a bump in the next game against Merton, losing by 80 runs, however, again the youngsters shone taking between them 6 wickets, although Great Uncle Cassie reminded them that age is merely a number, although in his case a large one, as he took 3 wickets and scored 25% of the total runs!!

After an abandoned fixture against Battersea Ironsides, it was into August and our closest game of the season, against Hampton Wick where we went from an average age of 14 to one closer to 40, as we welcomed a Farley, a Rhino & a Hogg into the side for the first and last time!!  Seeing the Rhino thundering in from the Hampton Court Road end, wind behind, locks flowing, f’ing & blinding at any batsman daring to get any willow on his missiles was the sort of lesson our younger members could only dream of.  That said it was again a youngster that took the spoils with Lukas picking up 4 wickets for just 26 runs, then excelling with the bat, scoring an excellent 30* ably supported by the rest of the team, however, unfortunately a loss by 3 wickets.

Next fielding first on possibly the hottest day of the last century, we came a very distant 3rd against our favourite opponents, Kingstonian, don’t ask which variety, however, I would take a guess at their 9th’s!!!  Let’s just say no one took many wickets or scored many runs, well apart from the members of Kingstonian and it was one of those days when you question why you ever took up the sport!!

The pain of losing clearly spurred us on as under the captaincy of Mak Gill the team succeeded to win the second game of the season against Hook & Southborough, with Tim Williams, showing that he hadn’t lost it with an excellent knock of 74, it was also the game Maneesh came of age (all 13 of them) returning figures of 5 for 23 off 6.5 overs.

Then a grudge match against Reigate Priory, following a minor spat a few weeks before over a lack of pitch, the number of overs to be played and many many e-mails involving far too many people from both clubs, this mattered.  Played on a Sunday, the team had a number of new faces, including Frosty, Mr Morgan & soon to be new Dad, Mr Cricket.  And what a batting performance, as we scored 178 for 8 off 40…….was this really a 4th team!!!  50’s from Miles & Frosty supported by Mak 28* & Kieran 22*.  Unfortunately, we couldn’t quite finish off the job as Reigate won by 4 wickets.

The final 2 games against Binfield & StJ Grammarians saw us come second, with yours truly being booed by my own team for smashing a very promising female cricketer from Binfield to all corners of Old Paulines, you will be glad to know she eventually had the last laugh, finishing with figures of 3-44!!

And so on September 5th, the 4th XI season came to an end and whilst the results weren’t always positive the fact we were able to blood at least 6 excellent colts was what really mattered, I would genuinely like to thank them all for their enthusiasm.  Always difficult to pick out any individuals, however, I would like to give a special mention to the 2nd best Welshman in the 4’s, Rhys Jones and one of the best fielders I have ever seen on cricket pitch, da iawn Rhys.  Lukas K-M who is now a solid member of the team and finally to Maneesh Patel, the youngest ever recipient and well-deserved 4th XI player of the year, Maneesh is going to be a very special bowler, if he stops beating himself up after each delivery!!

I would also like to thank the other 32 players who gave up their Saturday’s and Sunday to turn out for the 4’s, I hope you all enjoyed it and will return next year.  In particular I would like to thank Liam for keeping us in line with all things Covid related and to Mak to whom I outsourced the fielding every match and captaincy when not available.  For those that love a stat and there are few in TDCC, these are the top 20 and attached to this report are all the stats for all those that played for us this year:
[image: image1.emf]NO. NAME PLAYED RUNS

NOT 

OUTS

AVERAGE WICKETS DUCKS

1 Liam McAndrew 8 47 0 5.88 0 1

2 Mak Gill 7 110 1 18.33 9 1

3 Maneesh Patel 6 51 0 8.50 10 2

4 Andy Jones 5 95 1 23.75 4 0

5 Francois Piriou 5 85 0 17.00 1 0

6 Steve Chalk 5 83 0 16.60 3 0

7 Neil Farr 5 33 1 8.25 0 1

8 Kieran Stevenson 4 41 1 13.67 4 0

9 Lukas K-M 4 36 1 12.00 6 0

10 Moisin Rafiq 4 0 0 0.00 0 3

11 Miles Reucroft 3 88 0 29.33 0 0

12 Kian Farr 3 14 1 7.00 2 0

13 Andy Cassie 3 20 0 6.67 5 1

14 Max Williams 3 13 0 4.33 5 0

15 Pete Benham 3 6 1 3.00 1 1

16 Rhys Jones 3 8 0 2.67 4 1

17 Aidan Miller 3 0 2 0.00 5 0

18 Tim Williams 2 81 0 40.50 0 0

19 Akash Kapoor 2 27 1 27.00 1 0

20 Lucas Relfe-Dacey 2 7 0 3.50 0 1


However, the biggest thanks has to go to someone who didn’t play for the 4’s and that is our outgoing Club Captain, Dicko, without whom this season would not have happened.  Very few people see or realise the time and effort Mike went to this year, more than ever, to ensure this season happened, without that effort this report would not exist as there would have been no season, so thank you Mike from me and rest of the 4th XI for all your efforts….you will be sorely missed as Club Captain.

And so after a year like no other, I decided it was time to hand over the reins and let another victim, sorry player build on the foundations of the 4’s and take us into the future, so I am delighted that Mak, who was sudo 4th XI captain anyway has accepted the challenge, sorry honour of leading the team in 2021 and beyond, let’s hope normal service is resumed.

Andy Jones, 
4th XI Captain
Sunday XI Report 2020
It is an absolute pleasure that I am even required to write a season report in 2020, given the fact we have been in a pandemic this year. In that vain, it's only fitting that we start the report as we ended the season - with an enormous amount of gratitude to the people in the club who made it happen. Be that the people who help run the bar, opened and closed the club, ensured we were Covid-compliant, the players - everyone contributed to a truly endemic-placating few months.

A special mention to Parky who helped organise fixtures, and then Mike who secured additional fixtures as well as masterminding selection. In a year when availability was almost too good, selection took on an extra dimension. Hats off to you. Finally, thanks to @TheFixtureMan, whoever he or she may be - they wish to remain anonymous, but they truly excelled themselves this year.

The culmination of all this hard work was that we managed 22 Sunday games in 13 weeks, meaning that for 9 of those weeks we were able to field two Sunday teams. It truly is a testament to the strength TDCC, that whilst clubs around the county and the country are struggling for members, we were able to get so many people representing the Swan.

Focussing on the strength of the club, the Sunday team has always aimed to bring in younger players, introducing them to senior cricket and this year we had an influx of colts playing senior cricket, which was an absolute privilege to be a part of. Given the sporadic colts' cricket, there was an added appetite, and most weeks we were fielding 3 or 4 colts at least. Furthermore they held their own, be that taken diving catches at gully, bowling at the death or playing a straight bat against adults who were keen to take wickets by any means necessary. This is a huge step for the club, to see these talented individuals coming through, and given that they may be playing with Steve Wallace on a Saturday, it's no bad thing that they learnt some bad language beforehand.

However it has long been my belief that playing Sunday cricket helps league playing seniors find some form (as well as giving me an opportunity to play with my old man!). Time out at the middle when you've got a first-baller the day before; finding rhythm with your bowling and racking up that wickets tally, or even trying your hand at wicketkeeping - it can only help. I was therefore ecstatic to see so many seniors, from all league teams, asking to play on Sunday. So I thank again all those who played, and can only apologise that we did not provide tea this year.

An absolute belter of a season, one which I feared we might see none of. Bring on the Spring.

Finally, for those who were not aware, the player of the year was Ryan Hood. A boost to any team he plays in, Ryan hit two massive centuries, bowled, kept - he did everything. Well done Ryan.
Jonny Annable, 
Sunday Captain
